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RECONNECTING AMERICA RELEASES INVENTORY OF  
TOD FUNDING EFFORTS AROUND THE NATION 

 
Reconnecting America today released a new report, "2010 Inventory of TOD Programs: A 
National Review of State, Regional and Local Programs that Fund Transit-Oriented 
Development Plans and Projects." 
 
"There are so many innovative programs in the U.S. that provide grants, loans, tax credits or 
direct financial incentives to TOD plans or projects," said Sarah Kline, Reconnecting America's 
policy director. "This report can be used as a resource by planners and policy-makers who are 
creating new TOD programs in their own jurisdiction and who will benefit from learning the 
essential facts about other programs that operate at similar scales and contexts." 
 
The scope of this effort was not to compile all policies that support TOD, such as zoning codes, 
joint development policies or authorizing legislation, but rather to inventory ongoing, 
institutionalized programs that provide direct funding or financial incentives.  The report provides 
information on 42 programs, including 18 state-level, 15 regional and transit agency, and nine 
local programs.  
 
John Robert Smith, President and CEO of Reconnecting America, stated:  “I applaud 
Reconnecting Americaʼs policy team for putting together this document.  We recognize that 
these programs change frequently and there will never be a “final” compilation of TOD 
programs, but this snapshot should give readers a helpful understanding of the types of policies 
that exist.” 
 
Programs that provide grants, loans, tax credits, or direct financial incentives to TOD projects or 
plans have been sorted into three categories: 
o Planning – funds to conduct corridor, district or station-area TOD planning. 
o Implementation – funds for construction of projects or infrastructure in a TOD district. 
o Property Acquisition – funds dedicated to acquiring property or land banking in locations near 

transit. 
 
The report includes three recommendations regarding TOD funding programs. 
 



o TOD programs must be tailored to fit the local conditions and needs of the place they are 
designed to serve. 

o TOD-supportive programs are important, but they are just one piece of the puzzle when it 
comes to implementing TOD.  In addition, removing policy barriers to TOD may prove equally 
important. 

o TOD programs may be able to include an incentive for localities to zone for appropriate levels 
of affordable housing near transit, for agencies to acquire properties for mixed-income TOD, 
or for developers to include below-market rate units in their projects.   

 
Reconnecting Americaʼs report displays the notable variety that exists in TOD programs across 
the U.S. today.  This variety is largely due to the different political landscape, challenges, 
strengths, development market and key players that exist in each state, region or locality.  
Recognizing that TOD programs change and are adopted frequently, Reconnecting America 
aims to use the content from this report to develop an interactive web tool that will include a 
broader set of policies and can be updated by users, to ensure ongoing accuracy.  
 
Download report: http://ractod.org/dWmSTC 
 
# # # 
 
Reconnecting America is a national nonprofit that is helping to transform promising ideas into 
thriving communities – where transportation choices make it easy to get from place to place, 
where businesses flourish, and where people from all walks of life can afford to live, work and 
visit. Reconnecting America is the managing partner of the Center for Transit-Oriented 
Development, the only national nonprofit effort funded by Congress to promote best practices in 
transit-oriented development.  Reconnecting America is also a founding partner of 
Transportation for America, a broad coalition of housing, environmental, equal opportunity, 
public health, urban planning, transportation and other organizations focused on creating a 21st 
century national transportation program.  For more information visit our website, 
www.reconnectingamerica.org.   
 


