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(Sept. 19, 2012)  Reconnecting America Project Director Chris Yake Named To 
Mass Transit Magazine’s Top 40 Under 40 List 
      
 
Reconnecting America Project Director Chris Yake has been named to Mass Transit 
magazine's 2012 Top 40 Under 40 List of young professionals who have made 
significant contributions to the public transit industry. 
 
Yake was nominated by his peers and judged on criteria that included job 
commitment, industry involvement and contribution, achievement in his position and 
innovation in his field. 
 
"I worked closely with Chris when he was a program manager at METRO, the 
metropolitan planning organization for Portland, Oregon," one of Yake's peers said in 
nominating him for the honor. "He was a true visionary, but well-grounded in the 
policies and regulations that guide urban development. He's passionate and 
committed to helping citizens envision their neighborhoods as walkable, connected, 
and sustainable. He's now bringing his considerable talents and experience, 
developed in Portland and Denver, Colorado, to the national level with Reconnecting 
America." 
 
Yake is the third Reconnecting America staffer to be honored by Mass Transit 
magazine. Last year, Reconnecting America Chief Cartographer and New Media 
Director Jeff Wood was named to the list, and the year before, Policy Director Sarah 
Kline made the Top 40 Under 40 for her work as director of policy and government 
relations for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. 
 
“Millions of people utilize public transportation every year, relying on it to transport 
them to work, school, social and sporting activities,” said Publisher John Hollenhorst 
in announcing this year's honorees. “The individuals chosen for this year’s list have 
been stand outs in their respective areas and show a strong passion and commitment 
that exemplifies the best of the best.” 
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Reconnecting America is a national nonprofit that is helping to transform promising 
ideas into thriving communities – where transportation choices make it easy to get 
from place to place, where businesses flourish, and where people from all walks of 
life can afford to live, work and visit. Reconnecting America is the managing partner 
of the Center for Transit-Oriented Development, the only national nonprofit effort 
funded by Congress to promote best practices in transit-oriented development.  
Reconnecting America is also a founding partner of Transportation for America, a 
broad coalition of housing, environmental, equal opportunity, public health, urban 
planning, transportation and other organizations focused on creating a 21st century 
national transportation program.  For more information visit our website, 
www.reconnectingamerica.org.   


