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Welcome to the Fall Plat-
form newsletter. As I write 
this, Congress has just 
returned after its recess 
with a mountain of issues 
awaiting action. 
Policy Direc-
tor Sarah Kline 
takes a look at 
what’s at stake 
while Chief of 
Staff Allison 
Brooks and Deputy Policy 
Director Darnell Chadwick 
Grisby explore the America 
Fast Forward proposal.

In a follow up to a summer 
newsletter article,  Project 
Director Abigail Thorne-
Lyman explains how to set 
up regional partnerships to 
support creation of sustain-
able, equitable communi-
ties, and Sam Zimbabwe, 
CTOD’s director,  details 
our work with regional 
stakeholders to articulate 
the benefits and challenges 
of transit and TOD.

We hope you find this 
newsletter informative.
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Reconnecting America, 
often in collaboration with 
our partners at the Center 

for Transit-Oriented Develop-
ment (CTOD), has been working 
with regional stakeholders to 
articulate the benefits and chal-
lenges of transit and transit-
oriented development (TOD) 
in regions around the country. 
This year, we have completed 
regional reports in Indianapo-
lis, Pittsburgh, and the Baton 
Rouge/New Orleans area. Each 
region has its own specific op-
portunities and challenges.

Indianapolis is deciding how 
to make initial investments in 
high-capacity transit, address-
ing issues from alignment to 
transit technology. Our work, 
completed in partnership with 
Harvard’s Kennedy School of 
Government and Living Cities’ 
Project on Municipal Innovation, 
highlighted the opportunities to 
connect regional employment 
concentrations, plan for station 
development and identify need-

ed public investments.  CTOD is 
continuing the work in the re-
gion by assisting with develop-
ing a strategic plan for TOD and 
a set of station area typologies.

Pittsburgh has an extensive 
transit network of light rail, bus 
rapid transit, on-street bus, and 
even several funicular railways 
traversing the hillsides. Our 
work has concentrated on help-
ing to identify the benefits and 
opportunities for development 
around this transit network, and 
making the case for continued 
investment in both operations 
and expansion of transit. 

Pittsburgh has an aging popula-
tion, and our report highlighted 
ways that transit access can 
help reduce isolation of seniors 
while supporting the region’s 
ability to attract and retain a 
young, educated workforce. 

In Pittsburgh, we’ve been work-
ing with the Pittsburgh Com-
munity Reinvestment Group 
and the GoBurgh coalition – 
composed of nonprofit policy, 
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