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BY SAM ZIMBABWE
DIRECTOR, CTOD

The Center for Transit-Oriented Develop-
ment has continued to be busy with our 
research, technical assistance, and shar-

ing of best practices on the connections be-
tween transit and development. Over the past 
few months we’ve released several national 
research papers, while continuing our applied 
work in regions across the country and work-
ing on several projects that will bear fruit over 
the summer and fall.

In mid-May, CTOD released two papers on the 
relationship between transit, economic devel-
opment, and employment. Work on these 
papers was led by staff  at CTOD partner Stra-
tegic Economics.

The fi rst white paper entitled 
“Transit-Oriented Development 
and Employment,” discusses 
the relationship between 
transit and job concentrations 
and explains the importance of 
the destination side of the trip 
for both transit operations and 
land-use planning in station 
areas. While employment patterns in the US 
have generally become more dispersed in the 
past 20 years, these patterns have taken diff er-
ent forms in diff erent regions. Across the 
country, though, many of the higher density 
employment centers with the potential to 
support transit ridership are now located in 
suburban contexts in addition to traditional 
central business districts. These dense employ-
ment locations are often appropriate places to 
introduce other types of land uses that create 
a mixed-use district capable of supporting 
transit ridership and a variety of amenities for 
workers and residents. The paper concludes 
that the issues related to linking and support-
ing employment clusters with transit need to 

become a more central part of the dialogue 
and implementation approaches to TOD.

The second report, “Transit and 
Regional Economic Develop-
ment,” focuses primarily on the 
location decisions of employ-
ers. The report analyzes the 
degree to which diff erent in-
dustry sectors are currently at-
tracted to transit-rich locations 
and examines the character of 
employment clusters near transit. The paper 
fi nds that while jobs have been decentralizing, 
the patterns have been uneven in terms of ge-
ography and industry, with knowledge-based 
industries clustering closer to transit than 
manufacturing or “production, distribution, 
and repair” sectors. The study analyzed job 
locations in 34 regions around fi xed-guideway 
transit, fi nding that in these regions, roughly a 
quarter of all jobs are located within ½-mile of 
a fi xed-guideway transit station. While more 
jobs have located in transit-rich areas in the 
past decade, the share of jobs in these loca-
tions has been going down relative to overall 
regional employment. The paper also fi nds that 
denser employment seems to be linked with a 
greater sectoral mix in transit zones.

In addition to these research papers, CTOD has 
been engaged in eff orts across the country, 
including:

• Finalizing a Strategic Plan for the Portland 
Metro TOD Program, identifying a set of 
approaches for Metro to leverage its direct 
investment in TOD projects and targeting 
those investments to the places best pre-
pared to catalyze development.

• Working with the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Commission in the San Francisco Bay 
Area to rethink its groundbreaking TOD 
Policy, adopted in 2005 with CTOD sup-

CTOD’s Busy Summer Work
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  BY KELLEY BRITT
PROGRAM COORDINATOR  
The Center for Transit-Oriented Development 
(CTOD) hosted the fi rst in its monthly webi-
nars on June 21. More than 200 people par-
ticipated in the discussion of “Understanding 
Mixed-Income Transit-Oriented Development.” 
The webinar was sponsored by the Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA).

Under the sponsorship of the FTA, CTOD is 
hosting the series of TOD-related webinars 
that will off er technical expertise related to 
planning for sustainable communities. The we-
binars will be made available to a broad audi-
ence and led by a CTOD staff  person who will 
facilitate a meaningful panel discussion. 

This webinar series is open to planners, practi-
tioners, housing advocates, MPOs, local, state 
and federal DOTs, transit agencies, sustainable 
communities grantees, advocates, as well as 
elected offi  cials and other decision makers.

Below is the list of the upcoming webinars to 
be held from 2pm to 3:30pm EST on the third 
Tuesday of every month (excluding August) 
through January 2012:

• Corridor Planning and TOD – July 19, 2011

• TOD Database Utility and Applications – 
September 20, 2011

• Value Capture Strategies and TOD– Octo-
ber 18, 2011

• Transit and Employment – November 15, 
2011

• Climate and TOD – December 20, 2011

• Joint Development and TOD – January 17, 
2012

,

port. The update will address the changing 
conditions in the region in the past six years 
and set a future course for regional invest-
ments in TOD.

• Working in collaboration with ULI Minne-
sota, Hennepin County, and the jurisdictions 
along the planned Southwest Light Rail 
Corridor,  to develop a corridor-level ap-
proach to TOD in coordination with ongo-
ing transit planning.

• Initiating a project with the Dukakis Center 
for Urban and Regional Policy at North-
eastern University to develop a TOD Rating 
System based on our Performance-Based 
TOD Typology that will inform policy and 
investment decisions in the Boston region.

• Facilitating a roundtable of 21 transit agen-
cies and Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) staff  on the challenges and opportu-
nities of Joint Development, and how FTA 
can clarify existing guidance to facilitate 
expanded use of Joint Development by 
transit agencies.

We’re looking forward to an exciting summer 
of new products and resources to help com-
munities planning for transit and TOD. In the 
next few months we anticipate:

• A comprehensive upgrade to the National 
TOD Database (toddata.cnt.org) incorpo-
rating the 2005-2009 American Commu-
nity Survey, an expanded set of stations 
including recent TIGER grant recipients and 
potential High Speed Rail station locations, 
and other additional datasets.

• The release of “TOD 205: Regional Planning 
for TOD,” the latest in our series of detailed 
guidebooks on TOD.

• The launch of a comprehensive webinar 
series on TOD issues (see notice elsewhere 
in this newsletter).

• Other exciting updates and new resources 
on TOD.

CTOD Launches New
Webinar Series

Sponsored by FTA 


