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It is time to talk bud-
gets in Washington. The 
president and Congress 

are discussing debt ceil-
ings and budget cuts, and 
“living within 
our means” is a 
common refrain. 
As we engage 
in this exercise, 
it is useful to 
understand 
that we need to be smart 
about our cuts and make 
investments in our future. 
The rest of the world—in-
cluding nations that are 
belt-tightening too, such as 
Britain—is spending money 
on infrastructure. There are 
clear reasons why.

Just take the example of 
two federal programs: 
Amtrak and the High-
Speed and Intercity Rail 
(HSIR) Program. The two 
programs have asked for 
$2.2 billion and $2.5 billion 
respectively for next year’s 
budget. The majority of the 
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Partnerships in support of 
equitable transit-oriented 
development – such as the 

Great Communities Collabora-
tive (GCC) in the San Francisco 
Bay Area and the Central Cor-
ridor Funders Collaborative 
in the Twin Cities – have been 
around for several years.  These 
collaborations bring together 
local and national philanthropy 
with  non-profi t and commu-
nity-based organizations to 
ensure that all populations 
have access to the benefi ts 
provided by transit.  Some 
groups, such as the GCC, are 
focused on ensuring that sta-
tion area plans around existing 
fi xed-guideway transit consider 
aff ordable housing needs and 
maximize development poten-
tial, while others are motivated 
by workforce development op-
portunities, mitigating business 
impacts during transit construc-
tion or augmenting access to 
employment, education and 
services.  Almost all are focused 
on transit expansion to pre-

pare station areas with policies, 
fi nancing, and implementation 
measures that will ensure low- 
and moderate-income house-
holds access to opportunity.

Transit expansion and new 
funding sources have led other 
regions to pursue collaborative 
partnerships as well. In May, 
the Ford Foundation provided 
a grant to the Mile High Tran-
sit Opportunity Collaborative, 
a partnership of more than a 
dozen foundation and non-prof-
it organizations in the Denver 
region, who will work to ensure 
that the rapidly expanding tran-
sit system will connect low- and 
moderate-income households 
to living and working oppor-
tunities. While this partnership 
is new, Denver advocates from 
Enterprise Community Partners 
and Reconnecting America 
have been working for years 
to highlight the benefi ts of 
mixed-income TOD and address 
housing preservation issues by 
creating a TOD acquisition fund. 
The collaborative will take these 
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Establish a Transit-Oriented 
Development Planning Program
Before a community even reaches the question 
of fi nancing, there are numerous challenges to 
address in planning for TOD, including coor-
dination among public agencies and private 
partners, and regulatory or other barriers to 
private investment in areas around transit.  Re-
connecting America has proposed a targeted 
federal grant program that would support 
development of specifi c, implementable TOD 
plans at the local or regional level.  These local-
ly-identifi ed TOD strategies would help reduce 
red tape and increase coordination between 
the public and private sectors, reducing the 
cost and time involved in implementing TOD.  

Include Station-Area Planning As 
Part Of High-Speed and Intercity 
Rail Program
Reconnecting America is working to preserve 
the high-speed and intercity passenger rail 
program so that more Americans will have ac-
cess to quality transportation alternatives.  But 
such access will require investment not only in 
the rail service and infrastructure, but also in 
the areas surrounding the stations to ensure 
aff ordable housing and community develop-
ment takes place.  We are working to ensure 
that any future rail program includes a focus 
on station-area planning. 

Link Housing And Land Use To 
Innovative Financing Proposals
Given the gap between our nation’s infra-
structure needs and the amount of investment 
that the revenues coming into the Highway 
Trust Fund can support, the Administration 
and Congress are promoting various innova-
tive fi nancing programs that would leverage 
additional public and private sector dollars to 
help fund a variety of transportation projects.  
But like those projects funded with traditional 
methods, there is a risk that these “innovatively 
fi nanced” investments will be made without 

regard to their impact on local land use, hous-
ing aff ordability, an d equity.  Reconnecting 
America, with a team of other interested orga-
nizations, has developed proposals that would 
prioritize those projects that have a commu-
nity development focus within any innovative 
fi nancing program. 

With limited fi scal resources at the federal, 
state, and local level, we must make smart 
decisions with the dollars that we have.  For as 
long as the reauthorization debate continues in 
Washington, we will continue to make the case 
that federal transportation investments can 
have a profound positive eff ect on communi-
ties when they are made in concert with smart 
land use decisions that are aimed at providing 
all Americans with quality housing and trans-
portation choices.  

Amtrak request, and all of the HSIR program, is 
for infrastructure development.

The HSIR program could create 60,000 jobs, 
and the Amtrak appropriation would save or 
create a similar number of positions. So, be-
tween these two programs alone, we can save 
or create 110,000 jobs—and invest in infrastruc-
ture that makes the nation more productive in 
the long term. 

The New York Times says it well: “Around 
China, real estate prices and investment have 
surged in the more than 200 inland cities that 
have already been connected by high-speed 
rail in the last three years. Businesses are fl ock-
ing to these cities, now just a few hours by bul-
let train from China’s busiest and most interna-
tional metropolises.”

America could use just such a boost. Tell your 
representatives in  Congress to support Am-
trak and the High-Speed and Intercity Rail 
Program. 
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