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”We applaud the administration’s vision of connecting higher-speed rail to 80% of 
American households within 25 years, and today’s announcement will move us closer 
to realizing this bold American ideal,” Smith said. 
 
The Vice President did refer to John Robert Smith in his former role as Mayor of 
Meridian, MS, and the development of Meridian’s Union Station.  We will post the 
transcript of his remarks when it becomes available. 
 
# # # 
 
Reconnecting America is a national nonprofit that is helping to transform promising 
ideas into thriving communities – where transportation choices make it easy to get 
from place to place, where businesses flourish, and where people from all walks of life 
can afford to live, work and visit. Reconnecting America is the managing partner of 
the Center for Transit-Oriented Development, the only national nonprofit effort 
funded by Congress to promote best practices in transit-oriented development.  
Reconnecting America is also a founding partner of Transportation for America, a 
broad coalition of housing, environmental, equal opportunity, public health, urban 
planning, transportation and other organizations focused on creating a 21st century 
national transportation program.  For more information visit our website, 
www.reconnectingamerica.org.   
 


