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(March 5, 2012) In response to the Senate's inclusion of local funding control 
language in its transportation bill, Reconnecting America President and CEO 
John Robert Smith issued the following statement:  
     
"I was extremely pleased to learn that a bipartisan amendment sponsored by Senator 
Ben Cardin (D-MD) and my home state Senator, the senior Senator from Mississippi, 
Thad Cochran (R-MS),  was included in the manager's mark of S. 1813.  (The term 
"manager's mark" means there was agreement to include the amendment as part of 
S.1813, the surface transportation bill, commonly referred to as MAP-21.) The Cardin-
Cochran amendment gives local governments a voice in the state's disbursal of funds 
that can be used to create safe options for pedestrians, bicyclists, children walking to 
school and main street preservation, among other things.  Under the amendment, 
metropolitan planning organizations with populations of more than 200,00 0 would 
be sub-allocated a port ion of the funds, and remaining funds would be awarded to 
local governments through a compet itive grant process.  As a former 16 year Mayor 
of Meridian, Mississippi, I know how critical these funds are to providing safe travel 
op tions and a sense of community, to small towns as well as larger cit ies.  When I 
served, we used these funds to assist in building our multi-modal Union Station, 
which became a critical factor in the successful economic redevelopment of 
downtown Meridian. I am delighted that other Mayors will have the opportunity to do 
the same, once this bill passes.  I thank the many Mayors who reached out to their 
Senators from towns ranging in size such as Charleston, SC, to Gulfport, MS to 
Macon, GA.  This is an issue that directly affects people on the local level, and now 
the voices of their elected officials have been heard."  
 
# # #  
  
(Photos of John Robert Smith are available here and here)   
 
About Reconnecting America 
Reconnecting America is a national nonprofit that is helping to transform promising 
ideas into thriving communit ies – where transportation choices make it easy to get 
from place to place, where businesses flourish, and where people from all walks of 
life can afford to live, work and visit. Reconnecting America is the managing partner 
of the Center for Transit-Oriented Development, the only national nonprofit effor t 
funded by Congress to promote best practices in transit-oriented development.  
Reconnecting America is also a founding partner of Transportation for America, a 
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broad coalit ion of housing, environmental, equal opportunity, public health, urban 
planning, transportation and o ther organizations focused on creating a 21st century 
national transportation program.  For more information visit our website, 
www.reconnectingamerica.org.   


